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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. LLUNA).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 28, 2023.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ANNA PAU-
LINA LUNA to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House on Janu-
ary 9, 2023, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from the lists submitted
by the majority and minority leaders
for morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

KPMG AUDIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I have
had enough with the Biden Department
of Education’s utterly dishonest ac-
counting tricks. The Department of
Education’s 2022 financial statement
doesn’t have a leg to stand on.

KPMG, an independent auditor, stat-
ed that there were material weaknesses
in the department’s estimates regard-
ing how much the Biden administra-

tion’s student loan debt relief plan
would cost.

The Biden administration claims
that its plan would cost $30 billion an-
nually over 10 years, but this is assum-
ing that the Department of Education
has properly estimated the participa-
tion numbers. According to KPMG, the
Department has no evidence behind
these numbers, and these numbers
matter a lot.

If these numbers are off by just 10
percent, then the cost of Biden’s pro-
gram would rise to $400 billion accord-
ing to the Congressional Budget Office.

Folks in the Biden Education Depart-
ment need to go back and learn some
math.

At worst, the department is trying to
hide the true cost to taxpayers of these
debt bailout schemes. At best, the de-
partment is practicing shoddy account-
ing again. Either way, this is a com-
pletely irresponsible way to govern
such a major program.

It is obvious to anyone paying atten-
tion that the department hasn’t
learned anything from its past mis-
takes. It was assumptions like this
that got our student loan systems into
this mess in the first place.

When Democrats passed the Income-
Driven Repayment program, IDR, they
grossly underestimated the number of
borrowers who would participate. This,
in conjunction with the student loan
moratorium, has led to a $311 billion
budget deficit within the Federal stu-
dent loan program.

In other words, the Federal student
loan program is already costing tax-
payers a fortune, and the Biden admin-
istration’s actions will make the prob-
lem far worse.

To put salt in the wound, the Biden
administration’s proposed changes to
IDR will cost far more than they are
letting on. While the department
claims that its changes will cost tax-
payers $138 billion over the next 10
years, a nonpartisan student loan ex-

pert has estimated that the true cost
could be $1 trillion.

Senator Everett Dirksen said: ‘A bil-
lion here, a billion there, and pretty
soon you are talking real money.”’

This is real taxpayer money.

Once again, the Biden administration
is trying to pull the wool over our eyes.

As chairwoman of the Education and
the Workforce Committee, I cannot let
this pattern of deception and mis-
management continue. I will spend the
118th Congress doing everything in my
power to hold this administration ac-
countable. Taxpayers deserve nothing
less.

——————

DEMOCRATS PUT PEOPLE OVER
POLITICS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. GARCIA) for 5 minutes.

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, House Democrats are putting people
over politics by lowering healthcare
costs and creating better-paying jobs.

We are cutting costs for healthcare
coverage, capping insulin at $35 for
Medicare patients, and giving Medicare
the power to negotiate lower drug
prices. We expanded the Affordable
Care Act program which will lower pre-
miums for over 13 million Americans.

Just in my district alone, 62,000 sen-
iors with Medicare will pay less for pre-
scription drug coverage, and 29,000 peo-
ple in my district will have access to
affordable healthcare coverage due to
lowered premiums under the Inflation
Reduction Act.

Meanwhile, some extreme MAGA Re-
publicans are threatening to cut Social
Security and Medicare.

House Democrats will always protect
seniors from Medicare cuts or Social
Security cuts because we put seniors
over politics. In fact, House Democrats
increased benefits by 8.7 percent last
year to ensure a dignified retirement
for Americans who worked hard for
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these vital benefits. Let me repeat
that: They worked hard for these vital
benefits.

This increase helped more than 80,000
people in my district who are on Social
Security. That is more than 10 percent
of my constituents.

These are retired workers, disabled
workers, widows, and children who
need these critical funds to survive.
They have earned them. They paid into
them.

Social Security and Medicare are a
lifeline for our seniors and especially
those in my district. We will always de-
fend these programs, and we will al-
ways put seniors over politics.

We will never cut Medicare. We will
never cut Social Security. We will
fight for our working families until the
end.

Madam Speaker, House Democrats
are creating good-paying jobs for all
our American families. Democrats
have created a record 12 million jobs
since President Biden took office, and
we aren’t stopping there. Let me repeat
that: 12 million, and we are not stop-
ping there. That is almost as many
jobs in 2 years as any President has
created in a 4-year term.

House Republicans are trying to un-
dermine all this through bad lies and
made-up stuff suggesting that Presi-
dent Biden has hurt our economy. He
has not.

Republicans want to raise the cost of
everything 30 percent while giving the
wealthiest Americans cuts on their
taxes. This is outrageous and just plain
wrong.

While extreme MAGA Republicans
hand out tax breaks to the wealthy,
Democrats are focused on lowering ev-
eryday Americans’ costs.

We will continue to fight for working
families.

I am not willing to use politics over
people. I will always put people over
politics and always, always people

first.
——
RECOGNIZING JOHN “BARRY”’
DAGENHART AS AN ouT-

STANDING CITIZEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. NORMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the dedicated serv-
ice and call to the ministry of Dr.
Barry Dagenhart who has served as a
pastor for over 40 years.

Dr. Dagenhart grew up in Statesville,
North Carolina, and was spiritually
nurtured in the New Sterling Associate
Reformed Presbyterian (AR.P.)
Church.

Graduating in 1979, he studied eco-
nomics at the University of North
Carolina in Charlotte. He also holds a
master of divinity degree and a doctor
of ministry degree from Erskine Theo-
logical Seminary. While at Erskine, he
met his loving wife, Sarah Lynn
Richie, of Fairfield, Virginia, and they
were married on June 26 of 1982.
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Dr. Dagenhart had the honor and
privilege of serving on various boards
and agencies throughout the A.R.P. de-
nomination. He served on the board of
stewardship and A.R.P. Foundation, as
well as the Erskine College and Semi-
nary Board of Trustees. He was also
blessed to serve as the vice moderator
of the A.R.P. General Synod.

He currently serves on the
Bonclarken Board of Trustees, the con-
ference center for the A.R.P. denomi-
nation. In addition to his service at the
Synod level, he also has served on var-
ious commissions and committees on
the Presbytery level in First Pres-
bytery, Second Presbytery, and, most
recently, Catawba Presbytery where he
served as moderator from 2013 to 2014.

Not only has Dr. Dagenhart gener-
ously served on various boards and
committees in his community, he also
enjoyed being able to use his call to the
gospel ministry to impact youth,
adults, and individuals with special
needs at various week-long summer
camps at Bonclarken located in Flat
Rock, North Carolina.

Throughout his decades of ministry,
Dr. Dagenhart has frequently served as
camp minister for Camp Joy, a camp
for those affected by physical and men-
tal disabilities. Dr. Dagenhart’s caring
and generous heart is what makes him
stand out as an honorable citizen and
follower of Jesus Christ, sacrificing his
time to help those around him.

Dr. Dagenhart has an encouraging
and loving family—his wife Sarah, son
Jamey, and daughter Rachel—who sup-
port him in walking his path of placing
others above himself.

Dr. Barry Dagenhart has set the gold
standard for decades of dedicated serv-
ice and commitment to his congrega-
tion and to the community. He will
long be remembered for that.

Madam Speaker, we all join in saying
thank you and Godspeed in his well-de-
served years of retirement.

———

TOXIC WASTE IN MICHIGAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes.

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the 12th Congres-
sional District and the State of Michi-
gan to say to Norfolk Southern: Don’t
dump your toxic waste in our State.

Late last Friday, we learned that
shipments of solid and liquid toxic
waste from the East Palestine train de-
railment in Ohio were being trans-
ported to Michigan for disposal.

Norfolk Southern chose to dispose
truckloads of hazardous materials at
multiple sites, including one operated
by U.S. Ecology, one of our region’s
most negligent and notorious corporate
polluters. These companies treat poi-
soning our communities as the cost of
doing business, and we are done with
it.

I am so proud of our residents who
spoke up and who helped halt further
shipments into our State. I want to
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thank every single one of them from
the bottom of my heart for speaking
the truth and demanding better from
all of our officials from the State and
the Federal EPA.

We will never give permission for
corporate polluters to continue sacri-
ficing the health and well-being of our
communities and our families.

Our environmental regulators State
and Federal must aggressively protect
all of us from this threat and hold
these polluters accountable.

DTE ENERGY

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to say that DTE Energy, an in-
vestor-owned utility monopoly in my
district, charges some of the highest
rates in our Nation while providing
some of the most unreliable service
and performs hundreds of thousands of
utility shutoffs per year.

Right now many of my residents are
in the seventh day of no power: no gas,
heat, or electricity.

This past week has been yet another
nightmare for more than close to 1 mil-
lion DTE customers as well as 200,000
consumer energy customers in our
State who have endured days on end
without power and heat after a com-
pletely foreseeable winter storm.

Why?

Because DTE doesn’t invest in reli-
ability. It invests in profits and pays
for shareholders and executives. The
company made $1.1 billion in profits
last year alone.

Investor-owned utilities like DTE
will always put profits over the people
whom we serve in this Chamber.

During the worst of the pandemic in
2020, Madam Speaker, DTE shut off
power to customers more than 80,000
times despite being subsidized by our
Federal Government to the tune of $268
million in CARES Act funding.

The reason?

They paid out $807 million to share-
holders instead of keeping the power on
for our residents who were struggling
through the pandemic.
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Since 2015, DTE has received over
$775 million in rate hikes, the second
highest rate of increase in our Nation,
and they just announced their inten-
tion to seek another massive rate hike.

DTE has failed to invest in the infra-
structure upgrades necessary to pre-
vent outages, instead choosing to
maximize profits for its shareholders
and spending millions on campaign
contributions to avoid real account-
ability.

I am sick and tired of wealthy cor-
porate executives lining their pockets
while our communities suffer and con-
tinue to be exploited.

That is why, last year, I introduced
the Resolution Recognizing the Human
Rights to Utilities with Representa-
tives CORI BUSH and JAMAAL BOWMAN.

Madam Speaker, access to utilities is
not a privilege; it is a fundamental
human right. People depend on it for
medical and for safety, again, in their
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own homes. In the richest country on
Earth, every single family should have
access to electricity, heat, and water.
We need public power for all.
HONORING THE LIFE OF EVA ALVAREZ
Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in memory of Eva Alvarez, a
community activist who worked to im-
prove the lives of countless immigrant
families across southeast Michigan.
Her life was suddenly cut short this
past weekend in a tragic accident.
Eva worked on public policy advo-

cacy for the Michigan Immigrant
Rights Center, one of the State’s
strongest immigrant empowerment

agencies, where she championed poli-
cies to improve the lives of immi-
grants, Dreamers, farmworkers, and
TSP holders.

She was an incredible leader. Eva
will be missed. She is known for her
spirit of hope and optimism, which
helped her persevere and remain stead-
fast in her work. She could always be
counted on to offer a kind word to up-
lift others.

Eva’s sudden passing will be felt
deeply throughout our communities.
Please join me in honoring the life of
Ms. Eva Alvarez, and please extend our
condolences to her family as we mourn
her loss. May she rest in power.

——

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF THE HONORABLE JAMES
THOMAS BROYHILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BisHOP) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, right now, family and
friends have gathered in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina, to celebrate the
life of a giant of North Carolina poli-
tics, Jim Broyhill, who passed away
last week at 95.

Mr. Broyhill served in this House for
23 years and briefly as a Member of the
United States Senate.

His story began in the town of
Lenoir, where he was born the son of
James Edgar and Satie Hunt Broyhill,
whose Broyhill Furniture had become a
thriving business and brand name
known nationwide.

Ed Broyhill, Mr. Broyhill’s father,
despite living in a State where the Re-
publican Party was almost extinct, was
a Republican national committeeman.
Jim Broyhill listened at the kitchen
table as community and business lead-
ers and politicians discussed current
events with his father. It sparked Jim’s
interest.

He attended and graduated from the
University of North Carolina, class of
1950, joined the family business, and
emerged as a leader of the business
community in his own right. He mar-
ried Louise, and they started a family,
raising three children.

Like his father, Mr. Broyhill was pas-
sionate about politics. He also believed
fervently in competition. More than
anything, he wanted to build in North
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Carolina a competitive two-party sys-
tem. In 1962, he materially advanced
that ball in a surprise election to Con-
gress.

In the preceding districting process,
the Democrat-dominated State legisla-
ture drew districts designed to elimi-
nate the only North Carolina Repub-
lican in the State’s congressional dele-
gation, Charles Jonas of Charlotte, but
the plan backfired and elected two Re-
publicans to Congress, Mr. Jonas and
Mr. Broyhill.

Once in Washington, Representative
Broyhill formed relationships with
members of both parties and learned
how to be an effective Member. He
served patiently his entire career in
the minority as Democrats ran Con-
gress, just as he patiently nursed polit-
ical competition back home. He advo-
cated for lower taxes and less regula-
tion, but he set the gold standard in
constituent service.

As a result, after that first bare win
in 1962, he never again faced a serious
challenge 1in reelection campaigns.
Even now, North Carolina Members
pay heed to the Broyhill model for
serving constituent needs.

Mr. Broyhill worked across the aisle
for more rational business regulation
and served as a mentor to fellow Re-
publicans in Congress, meeting one-on-
one with freshman Members and in-
structing them on the importance of
constituent service and attending local
events in the district.

After his retirement, he briefly re-
turned to Lenoir, and then served as
secretary of commerce and chairman of
the North Carolina HEconomic Develop-
ment Commission. He worked hard to
bring new business to the State and
had a great deal of success.

Mr. Broyhill leaves behind his wife of
71 years, Louise; son Ed, who serves as
a Republican national committeeman
himself; daughter Marilyn; 6 grand-
children; and 13 great-grandchildren.
His son Phil passed away, sadly, in
2014. In addition, he leaves many
friends and supporters, grateful con-
stituents, loyal former staff, and Mem-
bers of Congress who followed him into
this Chamber.

Just 15 months ago, I had the privi-
lege to meet Mr. and Mrs. Broyhill my-
self. It cemented for me the larger-
than-life figure of Jim Broyhill, who
has long since entered the pantheon of
foremost North Carolina leaders.

For all the care he furnished to the
Republican Party as it broke one-party
dominance in North Carolina, his first
priority was Louise, Ed, and Marilyn,
his extended family whom he loved.

Jim Broyhill was a distinguished
gentleman, a humble public servant,
and a loyal husband, father, and friend.
It is my honor to pay tribute to his
memory today.

Jim Broyhill, rest in peace.

————
SUPPORTING FTC’S NONCOMPETE
BAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PORTER) for 5 minutes.
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Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, our
economy thrives on competition and
freedom. No employer should be able to
block their workers from taking a bet-
ter job, but that is what noncompete
contracts do. They strip Americans’
freedom to work at the job that is best
for them.

As a result, workers are losing out on
nearly $300 billion in wages every year.
Companies stop incentivizing workers
to stay because they don’t need to.
They are stuck.

Noncompetes also drag down the en-
tire economy, hurting even those of us
who aren’t covered by them. Everyone
is harmed when wages are suppressed,
innovation is stifled, and competition
is prevented.

I am thrilled that the Federal Trade
Commission is ending this toxic prac-
tice. Banning noncompetes will pro-
mote the ideals our country was found-
ed on—open markets, economic mobil-
ity, and the right to control one’s own
life.

Madam Speaker, I commend this ef-
fort to make our capitalist economy
more fair, free, and prosperous.

STANDING UP FOR RENTAL MARKET FAIRNESS

AND AFFORDABILITY

Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to sound the alarm on the hous-
ing crisis crushing millions of Ameri-
cans.

Skyrocketing rents across the coun-
try are pummeling families and squeez-
ing them out of their homes. Let’s face
it, the rental market is broken and rid-
dled with unfair practices.

Unreasonable background checks,
crooked screening algorithms, and
anticompetitive information sharing
are just some of the many obstacles
locking renters out from obtaining safe
and affordable housing.

I am grateful that the Biden adminis-
tration announced new actions to in-
crease fairness in the rental market,
protect tenants, and make housing
more affordable. Rooting out predatory
tactics and developing strong guard-
rails will help prevent future egregious
increases in rent.

As California’s watchdog during the
last foreclosure crisis, I know it takes
fight to keep families in their homes. I
urge leaders across government to
stand up for renters.

KEEPING AAPI COMMUNITIES SAFE

Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise
to address how our government can ad-
dress the issues facing our AAPI com-
munities.

Supporting Asian and Pacific Is-
lander Americans requires recognizing
the diversity within those commu-
nities. Inadequate data limit our abil-
ity to serve all Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders.

Federal data on AAPI people fail to
capture differences across ethnic back-
grounds. Grouping all AAPI people into
one supercategory erases important
distinctions in cultural traditions and
lived experiences.

Blunt data instruments cannot
produce targeted policy solutions to
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the dangers AAPI communities face,
like hate crimes.

In California, anti-AAPI hate crimes
are up 177 percent, but some commu-
nities experience these threats more
acutely. For example, a recent survey
found that Vietnamese communities
are 38 percent more likely to worry
about hate crimes than other AAPI
communities.

I am leading efforts to fund commu-
nity-based solutions to anti-AAPI hate
crimes, but making these tools even
more effective requires data that iden-
tify at-risk groups. Official data must
guide our efforts to keep our AAPI
neighbors safe.

————
SCOURGE OF WOKEISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Wyoming (Ms. HAGEMAN) for 5 minutes.

Ms. HAGEMAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to talk about yet another in-
stance of the insanity of wokeism that
is permeating our society, ruining our
culture, and destroying our ability to
govern.

This scourge has infiltrated aca-
demia, the media, and our corporate
boardrooms, and it is now taking over
our government functions, all on the
backs of our taxpayers, those very tax-
payers who recognize this nonsense for
what it is and who are being plucked
clean by an elitist cabal of eco-warriors
who are paid to destroy the very stand-
ard of living that allows them to focus
on made-up crises rather than to do the
job for which they were hired.

Of what do I speak? The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service has now begun of-
fering eco-grief training for its employ-
ees. Yes, you heard me correctly. Eco-
grief, a made-up condition that pro-
vides an opportunity for our oh-so-deli-
cate employees who are allegedly
struggling with a sense of trauma as
they witness what they claim is a
changing environment.

It is one thing for a private company
to waste its own money, but it is not
okay for the Federal Government to
misappropriate our money to further a
political agenda that is intended to in-
crease the cost of putting food on your
table, a roof over your head, and gas in
your car.

It is our money that is being used for
environmental activism instead of pay-
ing down some of our nearly $32 trillion
in debt. It is our money that is being
used to convince people that the
United States is evil, despite the fact
that we have lifted more people out of
poverty, provided a better standard of
living, and provided more opportunities
for more people than any other country
in the history of mankind while at the
same time using and managing our
natural resources in a way that pro-
tects our environment and our sov-
ereignty.

Eco-grief is admittedly a smaller
budget item than many other woke
programs. That, however, is no reason
to ignore what it portends, as it is just

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the latest made-up malady and another
part of a larger scale assault on both
common sense and American energy.

Biden’s administration has gone to
war on our energy industries by block-
ing the extraction, development, trans-
port, and use of our abundant and clean
fossil fuels—in other words, those en-
ergy resources that actually work,
such as coal, oil and gas, and uranium.

They seek to make us energy pau-
pers, thereby forcing the United States
to beg other countries for the resources
that we need to power this country and
our economy.

Permitting is now longer, more com-
plicated, more expensive, and designed
to limit new energy development and
production throughout every step of
the process. Oil and gas leases have de-
clined by 97 percent compared to this
point in Donald Trump’s Presidency.

Despite Biden irresponsibly tapping
into our Strategic Petroleum Reserve,
gas prices remain stubbornly high, and
natural gas, a major source of home
heating for half of America, is expected
to increase by 25 percent.

Coal provides a quarter of America’s
energy. It is critical to manufacturing
and is vital to not only my State of
Wyoming but to anyone who wants to
ensure access to clean and affordable
energy. It is under constant attack by
the ever-increasing and more restric-
tive rules issued from on high by the
unelected bureaucrats in Washington,
D.C.

Who suffers? The citizens of this
country, with the poorest among us
suffering the most. I believe that there
truly is a special place in hell for peo-
ple who adopt policies that are de-
signed to create energy poverty, a situ-
ation where families must choose be-
tween buying food, heating their
homes, or putting gas in their cars.
This will be one of Biden’s lasting leg-
acies, shared misery for everyone ex-
cept the liberal elite.

Quite simply, we cannot afford the
woke energy agenda being pursued by
President Biden, and we sure as heck
can’t indulge in the latest made-up
condition of eco-grief.

While it may seem that we are in a
hopeless situation with a nonstop cycle
of bad policies coming out of D.C., we
cannot give up. With Republicans now
in control of the House of Representa-
tives, we must pass legislation to claw
back power from the administrative
state, and I am filing multiple bills to
do just that.

Ultimately, the solution is in pro-
ducing our affordable and plentiful
American energy, but we cannot wait
for 2 more years. Our citizens need re-
lief now.

I hope that everyone in this Chamber
will join me in fighting against Biden’s
war on energy. We must call out the
nonsense and remind these unelected
bureaucrats who they actually work
for—the American citizens who have no
interest in paying for their counseling.

For our friends at the Fish and Wild-
life Service who may be watching this
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speech, you may want to take that eco-
grief seminar now, before we legislate
it out of existence.

——
O 1030

RUSSIA’S EXPANDED TERRORIST
WAR AGAINST UKRAINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, today
I rise to mark more than 1 year of Rus-
sia’s expanded terrorist war against
Ukraine after its initial unprovoked in-
vasion in 2014.

The words of Ukraine’s poet laureate
Taras Shevchenko ring especially true
today as when he penned them nearly
two centuries ago:

“ rise ye up and break your
heavy chains and water with the ty-
rants’ blood, the freedom you have
gained.”

Ukraine’s moment to victory is now.
The defining accomplishment of the
20th century was the victory of liberty
over tyranny. Vanquishing Nazi and
imperialist tyranny and defeating the
forces of Soviet-imposed communism a
half century later ended the Cold War.

New institutions for the common de-
fense of liberty, including NATO, were
founded. The U.S. Marshall Plan helped
to secure and rebuild a war-torn but
free Europe, and both America and lib-
erty prospered.

Through the bipartisan leadership of
great Americans, including General
George Marshall, Secretary of War
Henry Stimson, and Presidents Harry
Truman and Dwight Eisenhower,
America rose—though somewhat reluc-
tantly—to be liberty’s standard-bearer.
And even in those European nations
that had fallen behind the Iron Cur-
tain, such as Ukraine, the impulse for
freedom hastened. For America, help-
ing liberty defeat tyranny has always
been bipartisan.

Recall the images of President John
Kennedy in West Germany declaring
““Ich bin ein Berliner.”

President Ronald Reagan stood be-
hind the Brandenburg Gate nearly two
decades later near the Berlin Wall de-
manding, ‘“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down
this wall.”

Those images defined the boundary
between East and West: free people
versus subjugated people.

It was barely 2 years after President
Reagan’s speech and after over four
decades of free world vigilance that the
world witnessed the profound victory
of the valiant Solidarno$¢ workers in
the steelyards of Gdansk, Poland.

Soon, captive nations subjugated by
the Soviet Union for decades began to
tumble. First, in 1989, Poland. Then in
1991, Ukraine. Then the entirety of the
captive nations held subjugated by the
Soviet Union. It was a major turning
point in the arc of world history.

The Allied post-war institutions cre-
ated to defend liberty still exist today.
Indeed, now with Sweden and Finland
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joining NATO, that alliance grows
stronger than it has ever been.

Ukraine, too, seeks to join its Euro-
pean allies who are democratic in the
European Union. Ukrainian soldiers
meanwhile embattled and vastly out-
numbered are dying, dying, dying for
the cause of self-determination and lib-
erty. Against great odds, Ukraine faces
an enemy three times their population
with far more military resources, but
they fight.

To gain a sense of what Ukrainians
are feeling right now, visit the World
War II Memorial here in Washington,
D.C. Seek to understand the sacrifices
of the more than 400,000 Americans
whose lives were given to liberty in its
cause on the Atlantic, Pacific, and Af-
rican fronts during the 20th century so
that we, our generations, could remain
free.

Under Soviet domination, no nation
in the world suffered more than
Ukraine. More than 4 million innocent
people were systematically starved to
death by Joseph Stalin, with millions
upon millions upon millions more,
whose names we will never know, mur-
dered by Stalin’s brutal Communist re-
gime. America has been absent those
horrors, thank God.

Despite these Dbestial atrocities,
America at times has turned a blind
eye to Russian atrocities dating back
to its World War II unholy alliance
with the Soviet Union to defeat Na-
zism.

In 2008, when Russian President Vladimir
Putin stormed into The Republic of Georgia,
President George W. Bush looked the other
way. In 2014, when Vladimir Putin, entirely
unprovoked, originally invaded Ukraine and
subjugated Crimea, President Barack Obama
paused.

Now Putin, in trying to capture the sovereign
nation of Ukraine and hold it under his tyran-
nical claw, has gone too far. America has re-
sumed its role as the vigorous and uncompro-
mising defender of free and aspiring people.
Liberty must check tyranny. Today, Ukraine
seeks liberty for her 40 million people—Liberty
must win. Liberty will win.

President Biden, Senate leaders CHUCK
SCHUMER, MITCH MCCONNELL,  Senator
LINDSEY GRAHAM, Speaker Emerita NANCY
PELOSI, and other impassioned advocates of
both parties champion Ukraine’s cause. Amer-
ica and our allies have responded to the crisis
by sending fervent support in the form of
weapons and humanitarian aid. What happens
next? In one word, victory.

Our Nation does not exist alone on this
globe. Isolation is strangulation. America’s
democratic ally Ukraine is pleading for help.
President Biden has made his position clear:
he will support Ukraine “as long as it takes.”
And he will not let Putin force Ukraine to ne-
gotiate away its territory. He takes these posi-
tions because he knows it would be aiding
and abetting the enemy for America to look
the other way. To do nothing is essentially
choosing to side with Russia over Ukraine. In
the long term that would be foolhardy and
dangerous both for the United States and for
a safer, more democratic world.

America is still a young land and, in some
ways, largely sheltered from the lengths to
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which vicious tyrants will go to wipe out free
people. Putin is prepared to go to those
lengths. This is the time to choose. This is the
time to fight. This is the time to stand up and
defend liberty, at home and abroad. Each gen-
eration must make fateful choices. So must
we.

When our great Nation was founded, most
of the world’s population were slaves, serfs, or
subjugated. Even then, one of our Founding
Fathers, Patrick Henry, grasped the concept of
liberty. He challenged our forbearers: “Give
me Liberty or give me death.” He understood
what was at stake then, just as the people of
Ukraine do today. So must we. The free world
must choose liberty. America stands with our
Allies to strengthen democracy, and realize in
our time and generation a free, sovereign, and
independent Ukraine. Slava Ukraini! Glory to
Ukraine.

————————

HONORING THE LATE JACOB CRUZ
BARNES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MOYLAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
to honor the late Jacob Cruz Barnes
who sadly left this world earlier this
month.

Jacob, also known as Jake, was a
proud son of Guam and a proud veteran
of the United States Air Force who
served our great country for over 29
years in uniform. Jake also spent a
good number of years ensuring that the
many needs of our community were ad-
dressed in public service.

Unfortunately, the last couple of
years were very challenging for Jake
and his family as he was unable to get
needed care that he required as he
fought several medical challenges, in-
cluding the fight for survival. The sim-
ple and decent services were unavail-
able in Guam for not only Jake, but for
many other of our veterans.

These are individuals who have put
so much on the line to preserve free-
dom and democracy to our great Na-
tion and our beautiful island of Guam,
that this country, this government
needs to invest more to ensure when it
is their time to obtain reliable care
that it is made available for them at
home where they can be with their
family and loved ones.

Sadly, Jake had to relocate to the
mainland to obtain additional care. We
need to do more.

This government needs to take note
that Guam has among the highest per
capita enlistments in the Nation. We
have proud patriots who call Guam
their home. We have American citizens
who are treated as second-class citizens
when it comes to care, whether it be
for our veterans or even when it comes
to SSI for our disabled residents.

We can’t say we are a land of oppor-
tunity when American citizens on U.S.
territory are not provided equity.

Jake leaves behind a legacy of lead-
ership, courage, and commitment to
his family, our island, and our Nation.

I had the honor of serving with his
wife, longtime senator and former
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Speaker in the Guam legislature, Tina
Muna Barnes, over the past 4 years.
She, too, has always been a staunch ad-
vocate for equity when it comes to ben-
efits for our community. I witnessed
firsthand the challenges she and her
family had to endure to ensure that
care was made available for Jake. It
wasn’t easy.

From the Halls of this historic build-
ing which represent democracy and
freedom, I honor a veteran, a son of
Guam, the late Jacob Cruz Barnes.

On behalf of the 118th Congress, I ex-
press my deepest condolences to his
wife, Speaker Tina, his four children,
his grandchildren and great-grand-
children, and his many other family
members.

Jake, thank you for your service and
may you rest in peace.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 39
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

God, our guardian and sure defender,
cause us not to go forth into this day
with such haste that we fail to wait on
You to direct our steps, for You have
promised time and again that You will
go before us. So we pray Your guidance
for this day.

May we trust You to lead us where
You would have us go. May we be sure
that You have already prepared us to
do the work that is set before us. May
we anticipate the blessings You have
provided for us. Remind us that we
need only follow Your lead.

Then, O God, as You go before us, be
also our rearguard. Surround us with
Your encouragement when we are hesi-
tant to move forward. Protect us from
those who come from behind to exploit
our vulnerabilities. Uphold us as we
strain under the weight of schedules
and expectations.

God, go before us to lead us, behind
us to defend us, and be ever with us
that we may enjoy the embrace of Your
love.

In Your merciful name we pray.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
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last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———
BIDENFLATION BY THE NUMBERS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, since Biden has been in office,
his irresponsible decisions, supported
by the Democrat-led Congress, have
left American families in financial
stress.

Inflation, at a 40-year high, has in-
creased the cost of everyday items. We
have destruction of jobs. These policies
have cost the typical household $10,000.
Additionally, year-to-year wage growth
has been negative for 22 months.

Bidenflation is a tax on all Ameri-
cans. At an inflation rate of 6.4 percent
in January, we have an outrageous sit-
uation with rising prices. Eggs are up
an astronomical 70 percent, butter up
33 percent, fuel oil up 28 percent, flour
up 28 percent, lettuce up 17 percent,
bread up 15 percent, and milk up 11 per-
cent.

The newly elected House Republican
majority, led by Speaker KEVIN
MCCARTHY, is committed to fighting
inflation, lowering the cost of living,
and creating jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
who successfully protected America for
20 years as the global war on terrorism
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America.

———

RECOGNIZING ADULT AND TEEN
CHALLENGE

(Mr. ALFORD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Adult and Teen
Challenge, or ATC, a faith-based orga-
nization serving on the front lines to
combat our Nation’s spiking drug and
alcohol addiction crisis.

I am really proud that ATC,
headquartered in the great State of
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Missouri, is providing lifesaving serv-
ices to thousands of people afflicted by
substance abuse disorders.

Daily, more than a dozen people
reach out to ATC looking for help for
themselves or a loved one, and ATC is
always answering the call.

ATC has provided recovery care
through Christ-centered solutions for
more than 14,000 persons per month in
the last year.

It is really time that we recognize
the importance of faith in the addic-
tion recovery and support process for
those working to see addiction num-
bers decrease instead of increase.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 347, REDUCE EXACER-
BATED INFLATION NEGATIVELY
IMPACTING THE NATION ACT,
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.J. RES. 30, PRO-
VIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE
SUBMITTED BY THE DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR RELATING TO
“PRUDENCE AND LOYALTY IN
SELECTING PLAN INVESTMENTS
AND EXERCISING SHAREHOLDER
RIGHTS”

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 166 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 166

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 347) to require
the Executive Office of the President to pro-
vide an inflation estimate with respect to
Executive orders with a significant effect on
the annual gross budget, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. General
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Oversight and
Accountability or their respective designees.
After general debate the bill shall be consid-
ered for amendment under the five-minute
rule. The bill shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill
are waived. No amendment to the bill shall
be in order except those printed in the report
of the Committee on Rules accompanying
this resolution. Each such amendment may
be offered only in the order printed in the re-
port, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as
read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent,
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall
not be subject to a demand for division of the
question in the House or in the Committee of
the Whole. All points of order against such
amendments are waived. At the conclusion
of consideration of the bill for amendment
the Committee shall rise and report the bill
to the House with such amendments as may
have been adopted. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill and
amendments thereto to final passage with-
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